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Strategic Road Map for Hydrogen and Fuel Cells
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In June 2014, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) publicized a Strategic Road Map for Hydrogen and Fuel Cells.
It states the goals to be achieved in each step of manufacturing, transportation and storage of hydrogen, and collaborative
efforts among industry, academia and government with clear time frame.

Concerning the utilization of hydrogen, METI focused on the difference in time periods required for solving technical
challenges and for securing economic efficiency, and decided to advance efforts by categorizing them into three phases, as
follows:
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Expanding the scope of applications for fuel cell technology, e.g.,
fuel cells for households and fuel cell vehicles, and aiming to
achieve dramatic energy conservation as well as acquiring a new
global market (scheduled to begin in 2014);

In terms of the supply side measures, establishing a system for
supplying hydrogen using unconventional energy resources
imported from other countries, while, for the demand side, aiming
to enhance energy security measures, keeping an eye on
fuel-fledged introduction of hydrogen power generation (time
frame: putting the technology into practice by the late 2020s);

Targeting the establishment of a carbon-dioxide-free hydrogen
supply system using renewable and other energy (time frame:
putting the technology into practice around 2040).
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